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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 4324 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, UR, SO 

SUBJECT: POSSIBILITY OF PODGORNY STOP IN MOGADISCIO 

REF: (A) MOGADISCIO 537 (NOTAL), (B) DARES SALAAM 1305 
(NOTAL) 

1 . DURING MARCH 30 CALL ON E.I. BEDRIN, COUNSELOR, 

THIRD AFRICAN DEPT., MFA (ZAMBIA, TANZANIA), EMBOFF 
ASKED ABOUT REPORTS OF PODGORNY STOP IN MOGADISCIO 
(REF A). BEDRIN SAID IT WAS "POSSIBLE" THAT PODGORNY WOULD 
MAKE SUCH A STOP. GIVEN USUAL CAUTION WITH WHICH MFA OFFICIALS 
DISCUSS UNANNOUNCED VISITS OF SOVIET LEADERSHIP, WE INTERPRET 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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BEDRIN'S ANSWER AS A POSITIVE RESPONSE. 

HE DID NOT COMMENT ON DATES. BUT WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT PODGORNY RETURNS TO TANZANIA FROM MOZAMBIQUE 
FOR A FEW DAYS OF RECREATION LEAVING FOR HOME ON 
APRIL 3 (REF B, PARA 1). 
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